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FROM THE
BOARD

�   The Annual meeting is over and it was a
success because of the number of Lease Holders
that attended. If you were unable to attend pick
up your Annual Report the next time you are in
the office. Your new Board of Directors for 2008-
2009 will be:

Charlotte Hoelzel -  President
Don Boston -  Vice President
Don Damkaer -  Secretary
John Billett  -  Treasurer
Dee Dupuis
Roger Kurtz
Don Newport
John Rose
Graham Taylor

�   Your new Board of Directors looks forward to
a great year handling the day-to-day business of
the Corporation. The Co-op must run year around
and abide by the ever changing corporate rules
and regulations established by the State of
Arizona. From property taxes to sales taxes and
wading through the ever-present bureaucratic
paperwork, your board must be ever vigilant lest
something is overlooked. We are indeed
fortunate to have the quality employees that
support each of us daily.

�   Thanks to the up and running 300 row
addition the “Dry Camp Only” sign has only been
used two nights so far. As I write this column the

park has 100% utilization for Full Hook Up sites.
Without the 300 row addition many traveling
SKPs would have been turned away as dry
camping is not a good option in Dec and Jan. Our
weather is turning much warmer now and we all
hope that our Spring is here to stay!

�   The Co-op has received many positive kudos
from traveling SKPs and we have only our great
VOLUNTEERS to thank. Without the efforts of
many we could not be where we are today. There
is always room for additional volunteers and all
are welcome. Look for the opportunities or ask in
the office or a board member. Two volunteers
that go unnoticed are the co-chairs of the Club
House Committee. Their efforts have provided
many nights of entertainment throughout the
season. Mollie Bandy and Pat Bunselmeier,
along with all their working volunteers from
servers, to the chair and table crew, to the
decorators, they all deserve an extra hug when
you see them.

�   It will not be long and many leaseholders and
guests will be hitting the highways for summer
travels. This will be the last Newsletter until
September. Your Board of Directors wish you
safe travels, and for you that will be staying the
summer, may you have good times as well.

Don Damkaer
Board Secretary
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THE OFFICE
MANAGER’S

CORNER:

Mary Cleveland,
  Office Manager

MARCH!!!  Where did January & February
go???  As the saying goes “My how time flies
when we’re having fun.”  Right?

Your M & O’s are due March 15th (1st half), if
you choose to do 2 payments the 2nd one is due
August 15th.  We do not  send out reminders
when the 2nd half payment is due so mark your
calendars

The General Assessment bills are out and they
are due April 17th.

Before you leave this spring PLEASE, PLEASE
make sure your improvements folders in the
office are up to date.  This is to help you if you
should find you need to release your lot.  Make
sure the office has an up to date Emergency &
Beneficiary form in your file as well.

If you did not attend the annual meeting or just
did not pick up your annual report at the
meeting please come to the office ASAP and
pick them up & save yourselves the postage &
time.

LOT TRADES
None

NEW LEASEHOLDERS
Cosmo & Ellen Baraona – Lot # 37

LEFT THE PARK
Ed & Joyce Granger – Lot #37

�  �  �  �  �

CLUB HOUSE NEWS

The Club House Committee has been working
hard since October to make this the best year
ever.  Almost every Saturday night has been
busy and fun.  We have enjoyed seminars
relating to everything from financial advice to
diesel repair.  There will have been 26
entertainments and10 seminars by the end of
March.  I was not able to get a firm date with
the ambulance service in town for The CPR
class that we wanted.  I will try someone else
next season.

The Club House Committee would like to
request that name tags be worn to all events
and activities in the Club house.  We would like
to maintain a warm and friendly relationship
with old and new members.  Personally I have
always had trouble remembering names until I
know a person well.

Many of you wear your
name tags faithfully. All of
the rest of us need to
follow your example.
We also request that
temporary name tags be worn by guests.
There will be paper tags in the top drawer of the
microphone cupboard for guests.  It should
have the visitors name and….Guest of
(member’s name) Lot #.

We will have an organizational meeting for next
year at the March 4th meeting.  We would like to
have all new members attend.  Most of this
year’s people are continuing next year and we
hope they will attend also.  We begin our
meetings at 9:00am in rooms 1 and 2.

We wish all of you a happy and interesting
summer. Our first club house meeting will be
October 7, 2008.

 Happy traveling.

Pat Bunselmeier 586 9207
Mollie Bandy     705 1239
Co Chairpersons
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Natural History
by Sylvia T. Burnside

As I write this, in February, we are anticipating
the spring wildflower show, and by mid March,
when this comes out in our newsletter, there
will definitely be signs of spring in the park and
surrounds!

In fact, my ash tree is already contemplating
budding out, and we didn’t even get to pruning
it this year, as we’ve had that coughing disease
that everyone seems to have had. The Gopher
plant, with its chartreuse blossoms will be
among the first to bloom in our yard.

The Landscape Committee, with its separation
of powers has been functioning well, and I have
to hand it to them; the park looks great! Thanks
to all those who’ve participated on one of the
three groups. We’ve had a good amount of fall
and winter rain, so everything looks good.

Now it’s time for the show. You folks who go
back to wherever you go for the summer,
usually leave just before the spring spectacular.
Too bad. You will miss the cacti with their huge,
lovely blossoms, the kind we run and get the
camera for, and the fields of color just west of
here around J-Six and Skyline: Mexican gold
poppies, lupine, owl clover; verbena and other
lovely wild blooms here in the park. Watch the
Tucson newspapers for their usual predictions
of when and where to look.

And you just THOUGHT it was always brown
here!

Skipping
to Town

By Vicky Glover

Last month I suggested how 
non-driving individuals
wishing to catch a
ride into town and
back might be able to
do so.  Since writing
that article I have
"Skipped" (formerly
known as Slugging - thank you Chuck Flanagan
for the new name) into town and back twice
with favorable results.  On both occasions I
waited on the south side of the road headed out
of the park, just east of the office (near the
block walls surrounding the utility vault).
Waiting for a ride into town took between 5-10
minutes.  The first ride into town I went to the
Ace and Safeway stores.  The second time I
went to Wal-Mart.  Both times I waited about
15-20 minutes to catch a ride back.

Before leaving on my adventure the first time,
I went to the office and picked up an Escapee
and a Saguaro decal.  I stuck them together
with a stick in the center to use as a handle.
While waiting up front for a ride into town I
made sure the cars coming my way could see
the Escapee decal.

The first time, a couple stopped and asked if I
wanted a ride into town.  They had not read the
article in the newsletter but were happy to pick
me up and give me a ride.  The second time
into town the driver picking me up had read the
article.

The return trips from Safeway and Wal-Mart
required a bit more effort to get back to the
park.  Once I was ready to return, I waited
about 50 feet east of the doors and at the edge
of the sidewalk with the Saguaro decal
exposed, holding it close to my left shoulder.

Since I was the first person, and probably still
the only person, Skipping to town and back,
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fellow Escapees willing to give Skippers a ride
are not in the habit of looking for us.  So when
I spotted a SKP I explained Skipping (they had
not read the article) and asked if they were
headed back to the park would they mind giving
me a ride.  Both times were successful.

The test results of my idea
... success!

Please continue to look for
me or others who may need
a ride into town and back.
The departure location is at
the park entrance on the
south side of the street.
The return location
is east of the doors at
Safeway and Wal-Mart.

�  �  �  �  �

LANDSCAPE PLANNING
AND DESIGN TEAM

By Marliss Johnston

Our February meeting was well attended by a
group of interested leaseholders and renters.
We discussed a variety of subjects, including
the need to conserve water. Drip irrigation
systems can be a source of concern, especially
those which operate on an automatic timer
which may fail when the leaseholder is away
from the park. The committee recommends that
automatic timers be prohibited in the future, and
when a leasehold is transferred an existing
automatic timer should be removed. Careful
selection of low water use plants should make
drip systems unnecessary, especially after the
plants are well  establ ished. This
recommendation will be sent to the Board for
their consideration.

According to the Landscaping Guidelines
"Leaseholders may 'adopt' sections of the
common areas .  Any  ins ta l la t ion ,
trimming/pruning and/or removal of plants must
be done with the approval and cooperation of
the Landscape Committee and must comply
with the Landscaping Standards." Anyone who
would like to be part of this progam should talk
with the Committee Contact Person to find out
the details.

Dodie's group of "heavy laborers" continue to
put in long hours pruning, trimming and
removing unwanted plants. More volunteers are
needed - meet at the maintenance building
every Wednesday at 9:00. Virginia's "Lone
Rangers" are the folks who keep our sidewalks
swept, walkways lit and common areas trash-
free. We appreciate all of their attention to
keeping our Co-op beautiful.

The Planning and Design Team meets monthly
in the clubhouse. Watch Channel 5 for notices.
Each meeting will cover different topics - we
invite leaseholders and renters to join us. The
next meeting will be on March 10 at 2:30.

Virginia Taylor (lot 51, 586-0122) is the Contact
Person for March.

�  �  �  �  �
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By Al MacDiarmid

I have purchased an Amazon Kindle.  It is an
e-book reader.  The name comes from “to
kindle an interest in reading”.  I had been
looking at the Sony Reader, but was not willing
to buy one of those because it was not Apple
friendly and had no search feature, which I
wanted.  When the Kindle came out, I bought
one sight unseen.

The Kindle uses e-ink which is easy on the
eyes, does not have the eye strain that a
computer screen has and uses no power when
sitting still.  It does use power to turn pages and
to access the Internet.  The charge lasts for
days if the Internet connection is turned off.  It
can be viewed in full sunlight.

I am very pleased with mine so far.  I have
access to over 10,000 free books that are in the
public domain.  The Kindle has a cell phone
built in for purchasing books from Amazon.com
and they will download to the device in about
one minute.  I can sample books for free as
well, reading about a chapter to see if I want to
buy it.  Then if I do, I just click on a menu item
and that gets downloaded to the Kindle, no
computer required.  There are almost 10,000
books in the Amazon Kindle store with more
being added each day.  Authors may add their
books and receive a 35% cut of the sale price.
Amazon is of course in the business of selling
books.  Your book is backed up on your
Amazon account in case it is needed in the
future.  Files can also be transferred from your
computer via USB.  When plugged in the Kindle
and the SB card are mounted on the computer
to allow drag and drop.

When reading a book, one can look up any
word in the built in dictionary.  Further if that
answer is not satisfactory it can be searched in
Wickipedia or Google by turning on the wireless
connection called, “Whispernet”, which uses a
cell phone connection.  There is no charge for
this feature.

The Kindle will also play DRM free MP3 files
and also Audible.com audio books.  Amazon
owns Audible.com.

Amazon has an arrangement with an outfit
called NowNow that will send you 3 answers to
any question.  The ‘researchers’ get paid about
3 cents to respond to a question and vie for end
of the month bonuses.  Some of the answers
are quite humorous.

I enjoy Sci-Fi novels and have run into good
ones on Baen Publishing and also
SteveJordanBooks.com.  Mr. Jordan has a
dozen books out and offers them singly for
$2.50 each or bundled in a group for less.  I
bought his 12 books for $10 which is a real
bargain.  Most Kindle books on Amazon sell for
$9.99 including many on the best seller lists.
The Harry Potter series is not available in
electronic format.

The Kindle also sells some newspaper
subscriptions or magazines.  These have the
ads and graphics stripped out so don't sign up
for these if you are looking for comics.  Book
reviews are included however.  The newspaper
is delivered about 3 in the morning so it is
waiting when you get up if you have your Kindle
on, otherwise it gets downloaded when you turn
o n  t h e
Whispernet.  It
a lso handles
some blogs.

There is a built in
browser which is
crude and slow,
but functional.
You can, for
example, check
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on-line e-mail like Gmail in a pinch or read a
friend's blog.

Graphics are shown in 4 levels of gray.  The
Sony Reader has 8 levels on its latest device,
so I would expect that in a future release of the
Kindle.  Color is being worked on, but not ready
for the near future.

One can highlight one or more lines of text on
a page.  One can also take a snapshot of a
page and it is saved along with one's place in
the document.  One can add notes, although
the tiny keys on the keyboard are awkward to
type on.  The notes and highlights can be
copied to your computer.  Your place in your
books are automatically saved, but you can
also bookmark pages.  A little dog ear is
displayed on the page.

One feature I really like is the ability to select
amongst 6 font sizes.  These fonts range from
tiny to about what a large print book has.  If I
start to get tired I can bump the font up from 4
to 5 and continue on comfortably.

The main memory in the reader can hold about
200 books.  It can hold an optional SD card
which can hold hundreds or thousands more.
It can read regular text files so one's own
documents can be held.  It also natively can
view *.prc or *.mobi files as long as they are not
locked.  *.doc and *.pdf files can be e-mailed to
Amazon and they will convert them to their
format and either send them to your Kindle
wirelessly for a dime or to your computer for
free, also some picture formats like *.jpg.

There is a search feature included to be able to
find things amongst all these books.  The books
and documents are all indexed, so the search
is quite fast.

I have read several public domain books.  Did
you know that Edgar Rice Burroughs wrote not
only the Tarzan books but also sci-fi and
westerns?  Zane Grey wrote more than
westerns also.  Mark Twain's books are
available.  The entire Harvard Classics are
available.  Also Shakespeare.  Project

Gutenberg is in the process of making e-books
available for every book they can find that is in
the public domain.  These are usually past the
author's life plus 50 years.  These are all
available free.

I am reading more now that I can just pick up
my Kindle and wake it up to continue reading
right where I left off.

Happy reading everyone.

�  �  �  �  �

This is the SKP Saguaro Computer Club
mantra.  Collectively, we’ve found that a quick
“Google” search provides some very good
answers to difficult questions.

Need directions?  Just type in an address and
Google will give them to you and show you a
detailed map.

Need a recipe for “Sloppy Joes”...for a hundred
people?  Google’s got dozens.

Lost your user’s guide for that digital watch you
got for Christmas (in 2003)?  Google can steer
you to a web site where you can download a
new one.

Of course, Google won’t answer ALL of your
questions, but it still surprises us with just how
well it does answer many.  So, repeat after me:

“Google is my friend.
Google is my friend.
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Google is my friend.
Google is my friend.”
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“Saguaro News” Editor
Chuck Flanagan

Lot 36

Please send submissions to:
SaguaroNews@Escapees.Com

Deadline is the 15th of each month.

Mary Cleveland
Office Manager

Phone:  520-586-7343
FAX:  520-586-4683

Skpsaguaro@Escapees.Com
- - - - -

Doug Miller
Lot 222

Facilities Manager

“BUZZ” AROUND
THE PARK

by “Buzz” Tail

Notes and happenings in and around your SKP
Saguaro Co-op.  Send your entries to “Buzz” at:

SaguaroNews@Escapees.Com  

“Buzz” 

�  �  �  �  �

FISH FRY and MOVIE NIGHT
Thank you, thank you, thank you, to all the

volunteers that helped with the above events.
Without your help 

neither event would take place.

�  �  �  �  �
LAST ISSUE

This is the last issue of “SaguaroNews” until
September.  Have a great summer.

Chuck Flanagan, Editor

WE'RE HERE TO HELP
By Marliss Johnston

The landscaping guidelines are available now -
you can pick up your copy from the office. Be
sure to read carefully the insert - it covers some
restrictions and information about landscaping
in the Co-op: prohibited plants, easement
requirements, common area adoptions and
more. The booklet ("Landscape Plants for the
Arizona Desert") offers excellent tips for
xeriscape gardening and many suggestions for
wise plant selection. Anyone interested in
proper pruning methods for trees and shrubs is
welcome to use any of the many guides the
Committee has on hand. These publications
have been produced by various agencies: US
Forest Service, U of A Department of
Agriculture, Pima County Ag Extension office.
Much of the information is geared toward desert
gardening, so it is especially helpful to us
transplants from more moderate climates.

�  �  �  �  �

“Although the voices in
my head aren't real,
they do have some
pretty good ideas.”

Last Fish Fry
Friday, March 7 th

Hope to see you
there!


