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FROM THE
BOARD

�  The Holidays are over. Can you believe it?
Wasn’t October last week!?  Hopefully all of you
had safe and sane holidays. 

�  Shortly after you receive this newsletter it will
be February and time for the Co-op’s Annual
Meeting.  Have you voted?  This is a busy time
for our Co-op with leaseholders coming back and
many renters in our park.  Keep a smile in your
heart and on your face. Let’s make our guests
feel welcome.

�  Rule #1G. Initial inspection found very few
violators. Many of those violations have been
corrected.  Keep up the good work.

�  Pre-emergent is applied to all lots.  If you do
not want pre-emergent applied to your lot contact
the office and request they remove your lot from
the list. 

�  Regarding the Landscape Inspection done in
December.  No leaseholder will be required to
remove any growth on their leasehold lot.  The
purpose of the Landscape inspection was to
provide a definitive listing of which lots had
growth and identify the potential work should the
day come when water leaks or electric wire
replacement is necessary.

�  To ALL of our volunteers a Big Thank You for
all you do.  Our park is the best because of you!

Dee Dupuis
Board Secretary

�  �  �  �  �

Hugs, Hugs, Hugs

It's wondrous what a hug can do,
A hug can cheer you when you're blue.

A hug can say, "I love you so,"
or "Gee, I hate to see you go."

A hug is, "Welcome back again,"
or "Where have you been?"

A hug can soothe a small child's pain
And bring a rainbow after rain.

The hug! There's just no doubt about it,
We scarcely could survive without it.

A hug delights and warms and charms,
It must be why God gave us arms!

Hugs are great for fathers and mothers,
Sweet for sisters, swell for brothers,

And chances are some favorite aunts,
Love them more than potted plants.

Kittens crave them, puppies love them, 
Heads of state are not above them.

A hug can break the language barrier,
And make the dullest day seem merrier.
No need to fret about the store of 'em,

The more you give, the more there are of 'em.
So stretch those arms without delay

And give someone a hug today!

Author unknown
Submitted by Barbra Bailey
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THE OFFICE
MANAGER’S

CORNER:

Mary Cleveland,
  Office Manager

We wish everyone a very Happy Valentines

Day from the staff and volunteers in the
office.  We would also like to thank all for their
patience & understanding during this busy time
of year.  We have had the pleasure of waiting
on many new guests to our park & thank the
volunteers & leaseholders for making it the
best.

M & O’s are out. If you do not have yours
please come to the office and pick them up as
we’ve tried to deliver several times.  The M &
O’s are due March 15th and if you want you may
make it in 2 payments the second half would be
due August 15th and we do not send out a 2nd

payment reminder so mark your calendar.
Assessments in the amount of $202.00 will be
out on February 17th and are due April 17th.  

The office manager would like to give a special
thanks to all for their care and concern after my
accident.  Your cards, flowers and kind words
and prayers meant more than I can say.   A
very special thank you to Ardi who jumped right
in and made sure you were covered and our
office volunteers for doing double, triple time
and more.  You are more than special.
Heartfelt thanks to all!

LOT TRADES
Jerry & Pam Junker – Lot # 279 to Lot # 107

Marshall & Carol Johnson
Lot # 156 to Lot # 21

NEW LEASEHOLDERS
Jim & Chris Rett – Lot # 46

LEFT THE PARK
Clayton & Dorothy Pratt – Lot # 21

Bud & Pearl Crispell – Lot # 46
Ed & Joyce Granger – Lot # 37

�  �  �  �  �

A BIG THANK YOU

Oak and I want to thank all of our friends for
your concern and your prayers during his
recent surgeries for skin cancer. It meant so
much to us to know that we have such
wonderful friends here "at home" in the Co-Op.
Your phone calls, cards and visits were much
appreciated.  He is feeling great and is now
"skin cancer free" so we are very happy about
that.

I also want to thank our friends who helped me
to celebrate my birthday on January 10th. We
had a great party at our place and it was so
nice to be surrounded by so many friends. We
both feel so very blessed to be part of such a
loving, caring community. We feel that our
friends here truly exemplify the SKP philosophy
of caring and sharing and we are grateful for
that.

Barbra Bailey, Lot # 69

�  �  �  �  �

BLOOD DRIVE
February 19th

 
Please, please, please - I'm
begging each and every one of you
that can give blood to do so!  I
actually needed 3 points of blood
last month to stabilize my condition,
so I really know how important it is to give
blood!  Won't you sign up in the club house ( by
the door into the Pool Room), and do so?
Many of us will be most grateful!  You too may
need Blood some day!

Loretta Williams #262, 586-2648
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Sharing a Ride, or
“Slugging”

By Vicky Glover

Slugging is the term used in Washington, DC
for sharing a ride.  In order to travel in the High
Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lane, the car must
contain at least three people.  Individuals
wishing to use the HOV lane, but who don’t
have enough occupants, can go to slugging
locations and pick up passengers to fulfill the
HOV lane requirements.

As I take job assignments around the country I
look for and use mass transit whenever
possible.  I have thought for years that sharing
a ride in some form might work here in the park.
I’ve considered making a sign with “Town” on
one side and SKP on the other.  When I want a
ride into town I would stand near the office with
my “Town” sign.  Once in town, after taking
care of my errands, I would then stand at an
appropriate place, exposing the SKP side of the
sign, and a fellow SKP would give me a ride
back.

How many fellow Escapees do you run into
when you go into town?  It always takes longer
to take care of our errands because we often
stop to talk to our SKP friends and neighbors.
At coffee recently, I heard a fellow SKP talk
about giving up driving.  I thought this might be
the time to put my idea into action.  I then
collected information and proposed my idea to
others, with positive responses. 

Here are my suggestions on how this might
work.  A bench could be placed near the park
office.  If you want a ride into town or if you
want to give someone a ride, this is the place
where you would stop.  Once in town there are
two good locations for awaiting a ride back to
the park.  The first is a bench just to the right,
or east of the doors coming out of Safeway.
The second is a bench to the right, or east of
the doors coming out of Wal-Mart.  This is
where the “slugger” would sit to catch a ride

back to the park with a fellow Escapee.  Of
course, safety is most important, so only accept
a ride with someone you know or who can
demonstrate that they are Escapees (and the
same caution should be observed by the
driver).  Otherwise, you should wait a little
longer or contact a local taxi.  The taxi numbers
are 586-1294 or 586-1515.

�  �  �  �  �

Sharing a Ride-Comments

Vicky Glover has some good ideas on ride
sharing, but if we adopt this type of service,
let’s please call it something other than
“slugging.”  This term has a very negative
connotation.  A waiting place in the park should
be across the street from the office at the park
entrance because of traffic congestion.  Around
the corner from the utility vault might be a good
place.  Rather than a sign with “town” and
“SKP” to designate where we want to go, how
about two co-op decals, sticky sides together
mounted on a dowel of appropriate and
convenient length.  Someone waiting here
obviously wants to go to town and those waiting
at Safeway or Wal-Mart will usually want to
return to the park.  We could always have a
sign-up sheet for riders and drivers who like to
keep to a schedule.  Let’s have more
suggestions from anyone who has ideas on
how we might implement this service for our
non-driving neighbors.

Stella Bennett
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Natural History
by Sylvia T. Burnside

The Landscape Committee has been
reorganized into three different sections: there
is the “A Team”, or planning and design; the “B
Team” are folks who want to do the physical
part of pruning, trimming, removing and
planting. Others, who would prefer to work
alone, or with a smaller group are called, “The
Lone Rangers”.  They are the ones who sweep
the walks, remove small problem plants along
the walks or recommend actions for the other
two teams.  Working with any of these teams
should give you a sense of pride in your
surroundings here at Saguaro. This is a
beautiful park, but without the aid of volunteers,
the desert will surely take over and this area will
look a good deal as if it had never been
touched. 

Many of us here at Saguaro come from other
parts of the country, where one can sink one’s
fingers into the soft earth, or turn it with any
garden implement.  We can drop a seed in a
hole made with one’s finger and a plant will
grow.  Not so here.  We have a hard pan
surface to our desert, called caliche (Ka-lee’-
chee), which turns to red mud when it rains in
the summer.  To dig a hole here to put a plant
in requires a pick ax and a crow bar, and
preferably someone who knows how to manage
those and can lift them.  Once you get a
respectable hole, if you fill it with water you can
see what the drainage rate is.  If the water
drains out within an hour or so, you can
assume that your plant can drain itself during
the monsoons.

Most of us are still traveling.  It’s nice to have
some greenery around our casitas, however, so
you might want to plant something that will
grow in spite of you, not because of you.  Try to
plant near a down spout from your roof, or dig
a little trench or depression so that the summer
rains can water your plants. 

Something that already grows here is a good
start.  Walk around the park and when you see

something that is cheerfully growing, ask the
person who’s plant it is, what it is, and, if you
can have a little bit of it to put in your garden.
Realize that some cute little agaves will grow to
be 4’ across at some point, so if agave is your
choice, don’t put it near a walkway. 

Some plants that grow readily here are
hesperaloe, with spiky leaves and either pink or
yellow blossoms and gopher bush, which has
soft green leaves and chartreuse balls of
blossoms early in the spring.  I have both in my
yard (lot 182) as well as a Mexican
honeysuckle, which has orange blossoms most
of the year.  Butterfly bushes grow well here,
and many people have them; their purple
blossoms attract butterflies to your yard.  Salvia
has several different varieties which the
bunnies don’t like and that the humming birds
do.  Some plants are deciduous; the Mexican
honeysuckle is one of those, but many of the
plants that grow here keep their leaves year
round providing greenery against a rather stark
landscape. 

If you worry about the water usage, (and you
should) the best thing to do is to phase out
those plants that require a lot of it; they are apt
to die during the summer anyway when you are
on the road.  Drip systems here will probably
need to be phased out, so if you don't have
one, don't get one.  Plant what grows here and
that doesn’t need water . My theory is that if it’s
pretty, and it doesn’t need water, then it’s not a
“weed.”  Think lovely verbena, and other
wildflowers as well as cultivated plants. 

There is lots of information about gardening in
the southwest desert.  One really good source
on line is the Cochise County Master
Gardeners (http://ag.arizona.edu/cochise/mg/).
They are very helpful and there is a monthly
gardening newsletter that
you can consult, and, of
course, one good source
leads to another.
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CLUB HOUSE NEWS

The beautiful Christmas decorations that we
enjoyed in the club house have been put away
for this year.  The outside lighting provided by
the Drinkers was very much enjoyed.  Thank
you, Doug and Carol.

The New Years Eve Party was well attended
and a great time was had by all.  A special
thank you to all of the people who made this
evening possible.  The food was fantastic, the
music was wonderful and all of the other
aspects such as tables and chairs set up,
decorating, portraits, slide show, Master of
Ceremonies, clean up crew, and organizers
working together, made this happen.  We are
so lucky in this park to have so many talented
people willing to work together for the good of
all.

The month of February promises more
seminars, entertainments, classes, a
Valentine’s Day Party/Dance, Variety Show,
Beaudry Doughnut morning, and many other
activates.  There will be a Red Cross Blood
Drive on February 19th and the New Lease
Holder Party will be held on February 29th.
More information soon.

We would like to have an anniversary party for
25 and 50 year married couples.  We have this
occasion every other year.  We need someone
to chair this party.  The lady who has chaired
this event for many years is willing to work with
anyone who will take over as chairperson.  If no
one volunteers we will not have an anniversary
party this year.

Mollie and I greatly appreciate all the wonderful
people, both Club House and non-Club House
members who help us when we need them. 

Pat Bunselmeier Lot#136 9207
Mollie Bandy   Lot#293
Club House Co-Chairpersons

About Charlie,
Again...

You may remember me
from last year (2007).
You know -- the black
French Poodle who was
the constant companion
of “Lou, the Pool Player”.
You will also remember
my article in which I said,
“We will all be one new happy family, until I
meet Lou again on my own final journey”.

Well, my final journey came sooner than
anyone thought, except me of course -- I knew.
I got very sick (like Lou) and eventually cancer
of my stomach got me.  Lou’s family took care
of me until I met my own end.  I am so grateful
to them for their loving care.  My passing has
turned out to be a new beginning.  Lou and I
are happily reunited now, but I am not going to
tell you anything about it because it is our
mystery.  As to my remains, my ashes will be
scattered this coming spring over Lou’s grave
as a final goodbye from Lou’s family who took
me in so unhesitatingly.

Fondly, Charlie
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Dry Rot’s Not….
By Don Edmunds

Not dry, that is.  It is endemic to our casitas,
causing far more frequent damage than
termites.  Well over half of the wooden
structures in the park either show signs of
damage or have been repaired to remediate the
damage.

So, why is it so prevalent here, in this driest of
climates?  Dry rot is a fungus, requiring food
(cellulose) and water to flourish.  Deprived of
either, it becomes dormant…and waits.  Three
factors contribute especially to our problem:

1.  Summer monsoons
2.  Pressed-composition siding
3.  Lack of gutter and down spout protection

Add to these a frequent lack of proper primer,
paint, and caulk, and rot is inevitable.
In some cases termites and dry rot can look a
lot alike.  Wood infected with dry rot is soft and
mushy.  Solid wood (as opposed to
composition) will show “cuboidal cracking”, i.e.
the wood will appear to consist of small wood
cubes.  It appears in composition siding as a
mushy swelling at the base of the wall, that will
yield to finger pressure as it ages.  When
termites get into composition siding, they leave
a hard exterior surface that will not yield easily
to pressure.  Termites also leave “trails”
through the softer wood, like tiny worms as they
eat the cellulose, and you may be able to see
brown mud “tubes” on the edge of the slab
which are tunnels constructed to protect the
termite from light.

Rot most often appears in the lower edge of our
composition siding, where water pours off the
roof and splashes up to repeatedly soak the
siding, or it may flood in from improper drainage
and sits, soaking siding and porch posts.
Finally, you can expect dry rot wherever a roof
or deck floor leak allows water to penetrate.
We often see it in beam ends where open grain
is inadequately sealed, and in plywood porch

ceilings.  Posts and structural lumber will
appear cracked, and voids will develop until
fasteners loosen and damage is unmistakable.
 
Once damage is confirmed by visual inspection
or by pressing on the swollen siding, you need
to probe to determine the extent of the damage.
I like to use the point of a pocket knife and dig
out the decayed wood until I find solid wood
beyond.  (Don’t worry about causing further
damage.  By the time you can visually confirm
dry rot, a larger void will do more good than
harm, by allowing drying.)

To minimize siding saturation, be sure that you
have a functioning gutter and down spout on
the drainage edge(s) of your roof to prevent the
heavy back splash that occurs during every
rain.  Get as much clearance as possible
between the bottom of the siding and ground
level.  Where you have little visible concrete
below the bottom sill and siding, keep gravel
and patio blocks away from the foundation.
(This is also important to prevent subterranean
termites from gaining access, or at least to
make their mud trails visible.)

Any time you do any repair or modification, be
sure to prime or otherwise seal all sides of
lumber or siding, especially the ends.
Horizontal boards need to be well caulked on
the upper edge.  Use enough to fully fill the
voids that textured siding provide.  Scrape, fill
as necessary, and paint any boards that show
peeling paint or splitting.  Re-caulk regularly.

Once rot has set in, all damaged/infected wood
must be dug out and the remaining solid wood
sealed, as the spores are able to survive
without water for up to three years.  If the
damage is minimal surface damage (typical in
trim boards and plywood porch ceilings), fill with
Durham’s Water Putty, Elmer’s Wood Filler,
Bondo, or some other suitable material of your
choice.  (All readily available at Ace or Wal
Mart.)

Damaged siding can be replaced or repaired by
one of two methods, depending upon the extent
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of the damage.  If only the bottom two inches or
so of the board is damaged, it can be dug out
and the “clean” edge carefully sealed.  Then a
1 by 4 pine board, tapered on the top and
bottom edges, sealed, painted, and caulked,
can be added to cover the damaged area.  (I
am personally unconvinced that this is a good
solution, but those who should know better than
I swear that it is satisfactory, and I will approve
it until I find evidence otherwise.  If I were to
use this method, I would edge saw 1 by 4s to
create an “L” shape, fill the base of the L with
silicone or other high quality caulk, and press it
up tightly along the edge of the siding, to
prevent water from contacting this absorbent
material.  However, unless you’re experienced
with a table saw, have the boards cut by
someone who is.)

The better solution, and a mandatory one if the
composition board has deteriorated by more
than an inch or so, is to cut the board off well
above the damage and replace it with short
pieces, fully sealed and protected on the top
with an aluminum z-strip.  If the studding or sill
beneath the wood is damaged, but not so badly
as to weaken the structure, dig out the rotted
portion and apply a boron fungicide (boric acid)
to prevent further damage.

When in doubt, replace any damaged wood
with new wood, using treated lumber for plates
or anyplace where water can collect.

While I’ve written here primarily about external
dry rot, it can occur indoors in any area where
water collects, especially around plumbing or
when roof leaks occur.   Condensation can also
contribute, but fortunately we get little
condensation in this climate.

For information specific to your situation,
contact me or any member of the architectural
committee.  For still more information, Google!

Pickleball!

By now, you’ve probably heard that a bunch of
your SKP neighbors have gone off the deep
end and are playing with their food and calling
it, “Pickleball”.  Well, not quite...

Pickleball is a sport, similar to tennis but played
with over-sized ping pong paddles and a
baseball sized whiffle-ball.  The court is the size
of a conventional doubles badminton court, with
a three-foot high net.  Invented over 20 years
ago, the sport has become very popular with
active seniors.

The Saguaro Pickleball court, located just
behind the office, was laid out in mid-January.
Since then regular games (we’re all beginners)
have been played every Tuesday and
Saturday, at 10 am.

We have extra equipment so come on out and
join the fun.  We’ll be happy to explain the few
rules and even tell you why it’s called,
“Pickleball”!

Chuck Flanagan
Lot #36
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“Saguaro News” Editor
Chuck Flanagan

Lot 36

Please send submissions to:
SaguaroNews@Escapees.Com

Deadline is the 15th of each month.

Mary Cleveland
Office Manager

Phone:  520-586-7343
FAX:  520-586-4683

Skpsaguaro@Escapees.Com
- - - - -

Doug Miller
Lot 222

Facilities Manager

“BUZZ” AROUND
THE PARK

by “Buzz” Tail

Notes and happenings in and around your SKP
Saguaro Co-op.  Send your entries to “Buzz” at:

SaguaroNews@Escapees.Com  

“Buzz” 

�  �  �  �  �

SKP Get Together  

Please join us for lunch every
2nd Thursday at 11:30am

October thru April
at the Turquoise Hills Golf Course 

Contact: Dupuis 268/8954

�  �  �  �  �

Chapter 21  

It is Chapter 21's 20th year. 
If you are a member your dues are due.
If you are not a member we invite you

to join us. 
For information contact Dupuis 268/8954

�  �  �  �  �

SKP Co-op Cable TV

Several people have asked what’s going to
happen to the Co-op cable system when the
switch from analog TV to digital TV (DTV)
occurs on February 17, 2009.

The short answer is, “Nothing” .  Our cable
TV system currently receives ‘digital’ signals,
converts them into ‘analog’, and then re-
transmits them throughout the park.  We’ll still
be able to do this after the transition.

DTV, however, is not the same as HDTV.  Our
park’s system is not capable of transmitting
digital signals.  This means that only Direct TV
or Dish subscribers will be able to receive
HDTV.

Want to learn more about this issue?  Check
out the Federal communications Commission
DTV web site at:   www.dtv.gov

"I know that I live in my own
little world, but it’s okay...they

know me there.


