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FROM THE
BOARD

Your opinion

In November the Board began the discussion as
to whether it is appropriate to utilize the
clubhouse for religious or political activities. At a
CHAT with the Board we asked for your input and
have received this from a few. We would like to
encourage more of you to write us your opinion.
If we only hear from a few, they will make the
decision for us all.

Economic impact

As we hope you know, we are collecting data
about the amount of monies spent in Benson
during December. We also want to know the
amount of time you volunteer in Benson. We are
gathering this data so we can say to Benson that
we make a substantial contribution to the well
being of Benson. Keep those receipts coming.

Storage space

There are trailers etc. in the storage area with no
identification. Please check your rig to make sure
your name and lot are attached. You are being
billed for the storage of a second item, so if you
have made changes YOU MUST LET THE
OFFICE KNOW. If we can't identify these
unmarked trailers we may have to move them.

Contribution for foster children’s gifts
We want to thank everyone for their wonderful
outpouring of money, time and efforts in bringing
this project to completion for Christmas 2006.
The total dollars spent this year were over $3000.
THANKS TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED.

Budget
As | write this your Board is in the middle of
working on the budget with the Budget
Committee. We have been delayed because of
the unknowns concerning the lawsuit with
Benson. Hopefully we will have an answer soon.

Remember that this year your M & O will have
two components, (1) the monies owed for running
the co-op and (2) the monies owed for general
capital assessment. With the bylaws change of
Feb. 2006, the monies spent for general capital
assessment will be added to the value of your
leasehold; in the past these monies were
wrapped-up in the M & O and you paid them but
got no credit. Another change brought about by
this bylaw change is that rental pool credits only
apply to the amount owed for your M & O.

Grievance Resolution)
Committee

Another Feb. 2006 bylaws change concerned the
Grievance (Dispute Resolution) policy and
procedure. These have been completely redone
and a new committee has been appointed. If you
feel it is necessary to file a grievance then you
are to contact any member of the committee, and
they are: Pat Andrews (lot 253), Jock Bliss (lot
259), Walt Lloyd (lot 2), Paul Matthews (lot 226),
and Carol Parrett (lot 91).

(Dispute
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SKP Saguaro Co-op
VS.
City of Benson, AZ
Lawsuit Results

On Monday, December 18,
2006 your Board of
Directors and the city
— council of Benson signed a
- settlement agreement
which has ended the
lawsuit.

For those of you who have not attended the
several meetings last week to hear about the
history and settlement of the law suit, | will try to
summarize:

Since 1994, the city has imposed sewer charges

on Saguaro contrary to the method authorized by

city code.

1. Beginning in February and clearly by April
2004, Saguaro was aware that the city
had been overcharging for sewer services.

2. In April 2004, Saguaro served the city a
Notice of Claim. The city did not respond.
3. In October 2004, Saguaro had been

overcharged for sewer in the amount of
$200,000. We offered to settle with the
city, with this amount to be applied to
future utility bills over 10 years. The city
did not respond.

4, In February 2005 Saguaro filed suit
against the city.

5. Late in April 2006 there was a hearing in
Superior Court in Bisbee with the eventual
ruling of Judge Desens in favor of Benson.

6. During the summer our attorney filed an
appeal with the Court of Appeals, State of
Arizona.

7. September 13, 2006 we received notice of

a court ordered settlement conference on
October 3, 2006. This had been requested
by Benson.

8. This hearing resulted in an agreement,
and the elements of the agreement were
agreeable to Saguaro and Benson. The

city council approved the elements on
October 9",

9. After much going back and forth a final
settlement agreement and mutual release
were agreed on by the Board, our lawyer,
the city lawyer of record and the city
attorney.

10. This document was signed by both parties
on Monday, December 18, 2006.

In the approved settlement
concessions to Saguaro include:

- To charge Saguaro a sewer availability
fee based on its two water meters per city
code, as a commercial or multi-family
customer. The city will cease charging
availability fees for each individual lot
within the park.

The city agreed to pay Saguaro $85,000
over a 10 year period, without interest.
This will be applied to future utility bills.
The city waives $7,500 in attorney fees,
which had been granted by the Bisbee
judge.

The city waives all development fees for
the 300 row and represents that these
fees have an estimated value of $150,000.
The city will cooperate and waive any
permitting fees for the completion and
finalization of documentation and
improvements for the 700 row.

The city waives the requirement of a
secondary access road, unless and until a
future road abuts a street in Saguaro. At
that time we will construct a connecting
exit at our expense.

Saguaro will not be required to participate
in the costs of improving East Saguaro
Drive. The cost for this had been
estimated to be $100,000.

If the Benson City Code is amended and
if such revision allows the city to charge
monthly residential availability fees on
individual lots that do not have separate
water meters but are serviced by the city
sewer system, such fees shall only apply
to those lots with lifetime leasehold. For
those lots that are rental lots that charge
will be as commercial or multi-family
customers.

agreement



Nothing in this agreement shall be
construed as an acknowledgment by
Saguaro that the city may change its code
without objection by Saguaro. Nothing
precludes Saguaro from taking any
political action to prohibit such a change.

As you can see from the above facts we have
accomplished more in the settlement agreement
than we could have gained in court. The city has
agreed that they have not charged us according
to their own city code and that from now on they
will charge as the city code is written. They have
clearly stated that they intend to change the city
code so that each lifetime leaseholder will be
charged as a family residence. But they
recognize that we can fight this and organize an
action group of other RV parks to oppose this.
There has also been a rumor that other RV parks
are waiting to see the outcome of our lawsuit and
are considering a class action against Benson
concerning water and sewer overcharges.

Along with the above we have promised
cooperation and no development fees for the
construction and improvement of the 300 and
700 rows. We will not have to spend money on
improvement of East Saguaro Drive, and we will
not have to construct a second exit road.

What about lawyer fees? Since the lawsuit was
filed in February 2005 until the end of November
2006, we have paid on the lawsuit $79,398.68
(2005--$49,682.45 and 2006--$29,716.23).

When you add together those concessions on
which a dollar amount has been placed, by
Benson, the total is $342,500. When you
subtract the legal fees from the concession
amount, we have received $263,101.32 of net
benefit.

By reaching this settlement the future monthly
sewer overcharges of $3474.10 ($41,689.20
yearly) will be stopped. Also our lawsuit legal
fees have stopped and we will not have to
purchase land to construct a second exit road
before the 300 row can be constructed.

Now we start on the next era of our relationship
with Benson. On our part | know it will be built on
the SKP concept of sharing and caring.

Computer Classes

The SKP Saguaro Computer Club is planning to
sponsor a series of computer classes in 2007.
The classes to be taught will be selected based
on your input . We anticipate offering a range
from beginner to advanced that will cover general
computing as well as program specific classes.
As soon as we have the course details
organized, we will announce on channel 5 and
have sign up sheets on
the Clubhouse bulletin
board.

Chuck Flanagan
Lot 36




THE OFFICE MANAGER’S
CORNER:

Mary Cleveland,
Office Manager

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

We hope everyone enjoyed the Holiday’s, safe,
happy and at least 5 to 10 Ibs over weight. As for
the New Year — go ahead and make your
resolutions, sign it up and we’ll check on you this
time next year. One more sign up sheet won't
hurt.

Once again, a big thanks to all of our volunteers
thru out the park — You are the BEST.

We have received numerous compliments on our
Web Site — Thanks Howard. The number of calls
received on Saturdays when there is no lot up
has been reduced dramatically.

Channel 5, Oh my!!! What a job you have done,
we hope everyone watches at least once a day,
just like the news channels only we’re better.

Movie night, the fish fry and all the weekly events
that everyone enjoys only add to our list of
volunteers that need to be thanked.

The Board of Directors is one group of volunteers
in particular that don’'t always receive our thanks
and they work very hard to watch out for all of us.
Time (more than 8-5 and more than 5 days a
week), always there and dealing with more than
their share of problems. Let’s make sure to thank
them and follow the rules and make their life a
little bit easier.

Roger, Doug, volunteers and the office staff have
been working on the storage area where we are
finding that Leaseholders have given up a site
without notifying us and therefore, we are unable
to assign to someone else. This came to our
attention when the billings for second rig went out
and we’re wondering what about the first site. Oh
boy!!! Another list. We are requesting that once
ayear, preferably the beginning of each year you

come in and confirm your site. If this is not done
and no rig is present on site we will assume you
have abandoned it and will reassign. There are
some rigs that have no plates, signs, names, lots
or any other identifying marks. Could it be that
we should assume those rigs are abandoned and
after so many days, week or months hold an
auction? Please, we are not mind readers and
need to be informed if you have given up your
space or need to change the size of space if you
have increased/decreased the size of your rig.
Thank you for helping us out.

2" Storage invoices for 2007 will be out during
the month and will be billed to you for the year;
this can be paid in full or monthly.

M & O’s will be billed the 10™ of January

NEW LEASEHOLDERS

Doug & Bobbie Town — Lot # 271

THANK YOU

We extend a big thank to everyone who helped
make the November 11 Yard Sale a huge
success. A special thanks goes to Carol Rucks
and Kay Damkaer for organizing the event and to
everyone who helped them in any way. At least
270 vehicles entered the park which means over
300 people came to shop!

We express special appreciation to Gayle Everett
for making the six permanent signboards for the
yard sale at no expense to us. Don't forget you
can also express your appreciation to him by
placing a donation in the
“Donation Box” in the
Workshop, which goes for
Workshop supplies.

The Cactus Wren Board




JANUARY
by Sylvia T. Burnside

0O.K., the holidays are over and it's time to get to
work on the things that really matter in this
life...like losing those pounds that you put on
pigging out at Christmas and New Year’s! Oh,
and then there’s the New Year’'s Resolutions that
you’ve decided not to make this year, but you're
thinking that you really should start on this or that
project.

Well, it's time, folks, so hop to it: come by to get
instruction on the machines in our exercise room;
dig out your memories to write down for your
kids, who won't ask you about your childhood
until you're practically out the door on your last
journey (if they get the chance), or decide to do
something with that box of “stuff” your folks gave
you to continue their meanderings into
genealogy.

Genealogy is not just for the Park bound...you
can do this on the road, too. And there’s really no
excuse for not writing down your memories for
the kids, whether or not they think they're
interested now. If your's are normal kids, they
have to be at least 50 before they will think about
this...("oh, yeah, where do I fit into the scheme of
things in this world? And what do | tell MY
children?!”).

Now’s your chance to get encouragement for any
or all of the above. Genealogy discussions are
held on the first and third Mondays from 10 - 12,
and on the last Tuesday evening of the month,
there is usually an hour’s instruction at the Family
History Center in Pomerene, a mere 2 or 3 miles
from here. People actually go to these things,
too, so you needn’t drive in the dark if you don’t
want to. You don’t even have to be Mormon!

On the second and fourth Mondays from 10 - 11
there will be discussions and readings by our
Family History group. We’ll show you how to get
started. You can even have a designated reader
if you get teary thinking about your former life.
After you've written some about your life, you
may want to start that novel or poem you've

always known was deep inside you...if you only
had the time. Creative writing will run from 11 -
12 after Family History Writing.

Right around the corner from rooms one and two
in the clubhouse, is the exercise room, which you
may have seen before. This needn’t be a scary
place to be, even if you're convinced that you'll
die of a heart attack if you even THINK about
exercise!

There will always be fun things to do here at the
park; why not add these important personal
explorations to those that occupy that other side
of your life.

Dogged Determination
(A Reply to Cat-Man-Do)
by Julie Murphy, Lot # 61

Whether the weather brings rain or shine,

I’m out and about with that pooch of mine;

Armed with a baggie, or whatever it takes,
To clean up any messes she makes.

So while Mr. Cat-Man sits on his ... derriere,
I’'m out breathing the pure Arizona air;
And making at least a little headway
On attaining those 10,000 steps per day.

There are, of course, some drawbacks,
Of which I'm well aware.
There’s just no way to ignore
Her “gotta go now” stare.

So donning sun glasses, or
maybe rain geatr,
We’'re leash-locked together,
headed out of here.

But a hot, wet, or frigid walk’s

a small price to pay |
For the joy and love she gives &/‘/
me every day.




Tips on handling spam
By Al MacDiarmid
(spending the winter in Newman Lake, WA)

There are several ways to keep spam in check. If
you use Outlook or Outlook Express you can use
SpamFighter for free.

| use MailWasher, which requires some manual
intervention, but works well for me. | can also
delete large attachments in this program before
downloading them, very useful when traveling
and using a borrowed dial up phone line.

Intergate charges a few bucks extra for a spam
filter. If you are going to stick with them, it might
be worth it.

| also use a temporary address to sign up at
various places | don't trust. It is called
SpamGourmet and | can just give them an
address like unknown.5.amacd@spamgourmet
.com and substitute the name of the ones | am
signing up with in place of “unknown”, the max
number of messages | will accept in place of the
“6" and the name | signed up with in
SpamGourmet for the “amacd”. You have to go to
their site and give them your real address, and
then their system forwards the message to
you. You can see how many messages you got
from the unknown and when it is going to run
out. If it is legitimate and you want to receive
more mail from them, just send them a change of
address. Works for me. | stopped using
SpamGourmet and now get lots of spam, which
is filtered with Mailwasher in the Windows
machine. On the Mac | use a junk filter to sort the
junk and then delete it with two clicks.

There are also services offered on the Internet
that push all your e-mail through their servers,
screening out all the junk before it gets to you.

When the spam gets totally unmanageable, just
change to a new e-mail address. That starts off

with a fresh e-mail where you can then apply the
above techniques to keep it pristine. Don’t forget
to send your new address to your old contacts so
they don'’t lose track of you. This also has the
side effect of being able to screen out all your
contacts that bounce. Don'’t forget to use the
BCC portion of your outgoing mail so you don’t
spread all your contacts to some inadvertent
spammer.

Annual Christmas Auction

The 2™ Annual Christmas Auction and Luncheon
was a huge success making approximately
$5500 for the Cactus Wrens. Many people
enjoyed the Sloppy Joe Luncheon and stayed for
the Auction. Laughter rang through the
Clubhouse as bidders vied with each other for
more than 170 items up for auction.

The Cactus Wrens extend a BIG thank you to
everyone who donated items, everyone who
helped with the auction, and to all the wonderful
bidders and buyers. Special thanks go to Carol
Need, Karen Woyciechowski, and Rosemary
Hawkins and their committees, to Bob Kok for
being such a great auctioneer, and to Santa for
making an appearance at this fun event.

Mark your calendars for the 3™ Annual Christmas
You're sure to

Auction on December 1, 2007.
have a great time.

The Cactus Wrens




A BIG SKP HUG AND THANK
YOU

The Benson Foster Children
Christmas Gift Project was a
great success! Between cash
‘L donations and early shopping for
us, the committee collected
$3,178.69 plus seven quilts and
«3 22 beanie babies. Every centwas
spent on the children’s gifts or gift
cards for them. Using coupons
from a local store and early bird
‘ "] specials in Tucson and Sierra
‘ Vista we were able to extend the
money. There were 61 children

on our list this year.

A special thank you to Sandy McGinnis and her
quilting group for the seven beautiful quilts
donated to the children.

The project could not have been such a success
without the help of volunteers. Thank you
committee that helped with the collection and to
the shoppers who bought the gifts. Thanks also
to the SKPs who wrapped the mounds of toys,
books, games and clothes. Thank you Chorus for
the music which added a festive note to the
wrapping activity and to Santa who came to
cheer us on.

We appreciate all of the donations of time, money
and gifts. It shows the "caring, sharing” spirit of
our co-op members and guests and our co-op
support of the community of Benson. Thank you
very much!

Happy new year! Carol Rucks

FOUNDER’'S CORNER

When we came over here to Benson there were
no ATV trails so we made our own, by following
cow paths. They know the best way in and out of
the washes. We helped build this park.

We moved in the second day that it was open.
There were no paved streets. When it rained we
had to leave our cars at the entrance and walk in.
We started work every morning at seven, took off
for lunch at twelve, went back to work at one, and
quit at three for happy hour six days a week. We
had a problem with our lot. It is one foot lower on
the south side. During a heavy rain storm the
water came down the road on the south side of
the park, made a left turn at our street. Then ran
down the back end of our lots, until it came to lot
80, than ran back into the street.

The board of directors came up here and told us
that we had to keep the water off other peoples
lots. Delores and | worked very hard hauling
rocks that we found along the roads and fields to
bank up the south side of our lot. When we were
done banking up the south side the water ran out
to the road on lot 82 which did not make sense to
me. Delores was right out there working with me
all of the time. When we were done rocking, we
started to build our shed. Delores did not help
there, but kept us supplied with cold drinks The
people that are buying these lots from the original
owners, have no idea what the original owners
went through building this park. "It is part of us".

Thank You. Matt Gross Lot 81

VEGAS DAY

by Althea Matthews. 226/9346

Thursday, Jan 11, 4-6PM:
There will be a Happy Hour in
the CH to meet friends and
view prizes that will be won at
Vegas Day. Bring finger food and BYOB..

Friday, Jan 12, 11AM-4PM: Games Begin. Ace
High Café will be open for your dining pleasure
and drinks at the bar. Come on and take a
chance. Hope to see you there.

Co-Chairmen:
Lynn Lawrence Karen Woyciechowski
Audrie Newport Althea Matthews



‘BUZZ” AROUND THE
PARK

by “Buzz” Tail

Notes and happenings in and around your SKP
Saguaro Co-op. Send your entries to “Buzz” at:
SaguaroNews@Escapees.Com
Be sure to put “Saguaro News” in the subject line
(it'll get you through the Editor's SPAM filter.)
“Buzz”

Library Volunteers to Meet

Anyone interested in working in our clubhouse
library is encouraged to attend a brief meeting on
Thursday, January 4, at 1pm, in the library. We'll
discuss our procedures and set up work
schedules. If you are a present volunteer or
you'd like to become part of our group, please
join us. Marliss Johnston #230/2344

Rumors that Al MacDiarmid and Jean Young
have left the park are highly exaggerated. We
have leased a house for a year and are enjoying
the spreading out of space and the cold weather.
This is sort of like watching a B movie... it feels
so good when you get to see a good one. We
expect to return to the park next fall sometime.
Wild life abounds up here with wild turkey, qualil,
and deer all going after the bird seed that Jean
puts out for the other birds.

Al MacDiamid

Mary Cleveland
Office Manager
Phone: 520-586-7343
FAX: 520-586-4683
Skpsaguaro@Escapees.Com

Roger Kurtz
Lot 278
Facilities Manager

FROM THE ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE
REMINDER TO ALL LEASEHOLDERS

A permit is required before making any
improvements to your lot, small or large, which
will be included in the future sale of your lot.
Permits are also requested for all CHANGES to
lots and/or buildings. This includes flag poles,
antennas and outside lights.

The permit needs to be signed by TWO
Committee members. If you plan to be
reimbursed for the improvement, you will need to
have the permit and the cost receipt(s) in your
file.

Permits can be obtained from any Committee
member and a list is posted on the Clubhouse
bulletin board.

This does not include routine maintenance items
such as painting, caulking, etc., which are not
reimbursable, but still are necessary to do.

Please remember to keep your files and receipts
up-to-date.

The Committee thanks you!

“Saguaro News” Editor
Chuck Flanagan
Lot 36

Please send submissions to:
SaguaroNews@Escapees.Com

Deadline is the 15" of each month.




